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Ceci & Williams Summary and Discussion Questions


The article “Schooling, Intelligence, and Income,” by Stephen J. Ceci and Wendy M. Williams, discusses the various relations between amount of schooling, level of intelligence, and income. Throughout the article, the authors compile considerable evidence to suggest that schooling does in fact impact IQ. This evidence revolves around seven different aspects, which include: amount of schooling, school attendance, delayed schooling, dropping out of school, summer vacations, students born later in the year (and how this affects their amount of schooling), and cross-sectional testing (which again showed how differences in time of birth affects how long in school). Overall, these seven factors basically indicated that those who remain in school longer and have high school attendance tend to have higher IQs than those who do not stay in school as long due to dropping out, a later birth-date, delayed schooling, or low school attendance. However, the authors include the theory that just as amount of schooling affects IQ, IQ affects an individual’s amount of schooling. In other words, those with higher IQs tend to stay in school longer than those with lower IQs. Finally, the authors discussed how both schooling and intelligence impact income. The results indicate that people with higher IQs tend to earn more than those with lower IQs, and those who have more schooling tend to earn more than those who do not have as much schooling (even if they are measured to have the same level of intelligence or operate at the same level of cognitive ability). All in all, this article provides an interesting view at how schooling and intelligence affect one another as well as how both of these variables affect income.  
Discussion Questions:

1.) The authors provide great evidence to support the notion that amount of schooling can affect  

       IQ. What would you hypothesize about the effect of the amount of schooling on Gardner’s   

       intelligences?
2.) The authors mentioned that summer vacations lead to decreased IQs. Using this information about summer vacations, which usually only last three months, what would you tell a person who planned on waiting a year to attend college after graduating high school?

3.)  How does the relationship between schooling and IQ relate to reaction range? Can it coincide with the idea of reaction range?
4.) In the article, the graph in figure two indicates that a high school graduate with a certain level of cognitive ability may earn less than a four-year college graduate with a lower level of cognitive ability. What are your thoughts on this? Should amount of schooling matter more than intelligence levels?
5.) Neisser reported that as individuals age, an individual’s IQ is due more to genetics and heritability than to environmental influences. In other words, the environment loses its influence on a person’s IQ over time. Given the implications of this article, do you think Neisser’s statement holds true for individuals who continue their schooling well into adulthood?
