








Melissa Nensel

Flynn’s article discusses the rise of intelligence throughout generations and notes the limitations this puts on g. Flynn sees the rise of intelligence as a result of sociological changes in society. He notes that over time both work related and leisure related activities have become more cognitively challenging. Thus people have been required to practice their skills more and become more intelligent in order to succeed. Where as some people think the rise in intelligence is due to physiological factors such as nutrition, advances in obstetrics, and increased outbreeding, Flynn does not see these things having a large effect. Allow these factors and other physiological factors affect some people, they do not have a large enough effect on the general population to make a significant difference in intelligence.  

This idea of sociological affects on intelligence also relates to the presence or lack of g. Flynn sees g as referring to brain physiology. Therefore, since Flynn believes social influences have a large impact on intelligence, he does not think g can be the sole controlling factor of human intelligence. Flynn ultimately would like to see a definition of intelligence that includes sociological dimensions and leaves g to be an underlying factor.  

Another interesting point that Flynn made was that while work and leisure activities are becoming more demanding, the United States population refused to allow more homework to me done in schools. This resulted in test scores going down in the academic areas, but up in more general scores.  This relates to the study done in Western Kenya in the Sternberg et al article. Both of these sets of data show that there must be different factors controlling different types of intelligence. I think it also shows that intelligence is something that has to be developed like Gardner said in the video. Depending on what interests you and what you have time to work on, you excel at different things. These two articles really supported this idea of separate intelligence, over the idea of a universal g factor.
Why do you think society is unwilling to make education more rigorous?  
A more intense education system may benefit the country in many ways by producing more knowledgeable people, but what do you think the negatives are of this?  Do the positives outweigh the negatives or not?
