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Neisser Summary

In the article, “Intelligence: Knowns and Unkowns,” Neisser discusses the effects that genes and hereditary, as well as the environment, have on intelligence.  He states that there is a strong correlation between genetics and general intelligence: in monozygotic twin studies, there was a .68 to .78 correlation between IQ scores, while the correlation between unrelated children raised together was nearly zero.  However, hereditable traits, such as intelligence, also depend largely on the environment.  Neisser emphasizes that everything from occupation to schooling, to home life, to experiences, to nutrition can affect a person’s intelligence, no matter the genes.  Thus, it could be thought that we are all born with a capacity for intelligence, but it is the environmental influences in our lives that determine the degree to which we capitalize on our given intelligence.  This is similar to what Gardner stated in the video, that intelligence is a “potential”; it is how we act and live in our environment that truly shapes our intelligence.  Personally, I consider Neisser’s findings to be much more convincing than Gardner’s, however.  Even though both would agree we are born with a certain capacity for intelligence, I do not know how Gardner could justify his theory in response to the fact that there is such a strong correlation between IQ score in twins.  It seems extremely apparent that there is a general factor that can be inherited; perhaps even twins have different areas in which they excel—music, math, etc as Gardner would suggest—but that they nevertheless share a general intelligence that they inherited.         
Discussion Questions:

1.) Do you see a similarity between what you deem your own intelligence and your siblings’ intelligence?  Does birth order have any effect on intelligence among siblings?

2.) To what extent do you believe a person’s environment to have on his/her intelligence?  If a person is born with a very high intelligence—according to IQ tests—but is raised in a very poor, under stimulated and uneducated environment, can that person still achieve intellectual success?
