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In contrast to other articles that we read regarding the Flynn effect, this reading also addressed the counterpoint that people may actually be getting dumber.  I thought that this was an interesting idea.  As much as it seems that people are becoming more intelligent, it seems that in ways, people are becoming less intelligent and less skilled at certain tasks.  


Ehrlich used technology as an example of how people may be getting smarter in the idea that if people can invent new machines, they must be getting smarter.  However, it seems to me that the inventions of these machines only showcase the intelligence of the few inventors, rather than that of the general public.  I think that the invention of new technology, while it may highlight the growing intelligence of a few, it may also retard the mental progress of the general population by decreasing the need for cognitive challenge in everyday life.  


Also, it seems that an increase in an intellectual intelligence may lead to a decrease in other types of possible intelligences such as practical or creative intelligence.  It may also lead to a dichotomy within a population, with the intellectual elite receiving more educational opportunities and furthering their intelligence, and the bottom part of the intelligence spectrum receiving poorer education and decreasing in intelligence.


At the end of the reading, it basically discounted the idea that we are becoming dumber as people, but I think that it is, at the very least, and interesting skepticism. 

Questions: 

1. Is it possible that the general population is getting dumber?  In what aspects may intelligence be decreasing?  Can the intellectual growth of a few overshadow a general decrease in intelligence or many people?

2. How can we protect intelligence from decreasing, and prevent a dichotomy from forming in society?  Can better education in schools and equal educational opportunities help prevent a population from getting dumber?  Will these same things increase intelligence in a population?  

