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Summary for Deary Ch. 6


It seems unlikely that the average human intelligence is rising.  If people nowadays are really smarter than those of past decades, then I really feel sorry for our previous generations.  Though, if it is true, it may be the result of some Darwinian process, whereby the ability to maintain a certain level of abstract thinking is what is necessary to survive.  Those who have the mental abilities that are tested by these IQ tests are the ones who are able to be successful, and thus pass along those mental genes to their offspring.  Considering what others have said about the environment’s affect on intelligence, it may be just as Flynn suggests that our rising standard of living and reliance on forms of technology are boosting our mental abilities.  So much more of our daily lives deal with abstractions and increasing complexities.  A person has to keep track of all the information learned in school, complicated social interactions, the complexities of technology, the media and popular culture, politics, and so much more.  Is it really possible that we are evolving right before our own eyes?  My conclusion: we’ve adapted to the world we changed.  Transplant any modern man back 500 years and see how well he survives.
Questions:

Is it possible that this entire ‘phenomenon’ is just a sham?  It is even plausible to argue about rising intelligence, when we aren’t even sure exactly what intelligence is?

Are we really smarter, or have our standards just changed?









Adam Schumacher










HRS Intelligence










January 30, 2006

Summary for Flynn


Flynn’s emphasis on the importance of social factors on the supposed rise of g seems to make a lot of sense.  It sounds a lot like my response to Deary’s article.  I am not so sure about some of the assumptions he makes, particularly the ones about separated identical twins being likely to end up in the same or similar socioeconomic strata.  It seems like a bit of a weak limb he is standing on.  

It is not so strange that IQ scores are rising while other test scores are falling.  Why memorize the capital of every state or country when Google can tell you in less than a second?  Why remember the quadratic formula or the times tables when your calculator has a built in function for doing all that and more?  Movies like ‘The Matrix’ have shown us the possibilities of what could happen should our dependence on machines become too great.  Google may crash; the batteries in your calculator may die.  What are you going to do then?
Questions:

If environment and socioeconomic status affect intelligence the way Flynn describes, does this mean that people in the more developed countries are more intelligence?  Or at least have higher IQ scores than those in the 3rd world?

Are there possibly other areas of human ability that are being sacrificed for these IQ gains?  What potential consequences could this have for the future?

