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Abstract

The intelligence difference between animals and humans can be utilized as a tool to better understand not only the animals, but possible special qualities of human intellect. By gathering and interpreting recent research and articles, a position can be suggested regarding their particular and respective intellectual qualities. This is shown by incorporating the findings of a study on parrots and two informative journals, producing a glance at a possible explanation of the difference between the intellects of humans and animals by way of utilized multiple intelligences. Within this difference of ability to utilize multiple intellects on a large scale may lie the fundamental power of the human’s intellectual capacity.
Intellectual Implications in Learning of Humans and Animals

A dog and a child are sharing a sofa for their afternoon nap. The dinner bell rings, both bolt upright and run for the kitchen. After their meal they sit down for a game of tug-o-war with an old worn sock. As a dweller beneath the proverbial rock, you come to witness this scene and, in no particular order, shake the boy’s hand then the dog’s paw in warm greeting.

The implication that a human and an animal should be treated with such an equality of intelligence is, of course, absurd. However, when given second thought, it becomes hard to produce any particular quality that might differentiate the two other than biological factors. Biological factors alone still cannot explain varying intelligence between humans and animals. How then can intelligence be granted to one being as unique and supreme while the other contented with a pat on the head and soothing patronization? The question is, of course, rhetorical, as animals still do not exhibit human intellect, however loosely defined it may be.

Notions of this gap between animal and human intelligence then becomes the central focus of such a study. Therein lies the possible evocation of an overall picture for the bounds and grounds of human intellect’s unique quality. Human brain power cannot be directly related simply to a matter of raw horsepower, like a terabyte super computer, still strangely alien to human intelligence capacity. The Turing test has upheld this belief for decades. Attributing humanity’s intellectual superiority to sheer brain size or efficiency is therefore rather doubtful in this contemporary world view.
Summary


This paper combines the results of an experiment on parrots as well as the findings of two peer reviewed scientific journals in order to offer a speculative explanation to a commonly accepted idea of human intellectual superiority over every other known living creature. This approach is one that incorporates the idea of maximized incorporation of multiple intelligences as the foundation of this superior ability. Although it is acknowledged that all humans do not necessarily excel in every possible intellectual category such as the parrot tested visual learning in the absence of social interaction, it is still interesting to theorize on the absence of such quality in animals as a plausible explanation of their apparent intellectual deficiencies relative to humans.
A Baseline and a Theory

According to evolutionary theory, humans evolved from the animals that are currently held to be inferior to modern Homo sapiens. The gap in intelligence paralleling physiological differences implies a correlating evolution of intellect. The nature of this intellectual evolution, however, is much harder to distinguish from the fossilized picture book evolution of the anatomical sense. In one case, the evolution can be studied through experimentation in animal and human learning behaviors.

Pavlov was a well known experimenter of animal learning behavior. His method of conditioning a dog’s physiological response gives a very basal idea of what learning may be on a biological level in the brain of any creature. Conditioning is a common ground for humans and animals in the way of learning. This common ground firmly establishes an intellectual parallel from which differences may be drawn.

One that learns by conditioning alone can be considered a base and immoral beast (e.g. the bottom rung on Kohlberg’s ladder of moral development based on punishment and reward.) Domjan (1987) states that, “Thus species differences may reflect differences in speed of learning or in the contents of associations (the stimuli and responses involved), but the basic mechanisms of associations are assumed to be universal.” (p. 238) Thus, a difference must lie elsewhere, expanded upon these basic similarities in animal intelligence; perhaps in the expansion itself.
Parrot Study


The presence and utilization of multiple intelligences may have lead to the evolution of the dynamic human mind that facilitates such uniquely sophisticated intelligence in humans. For example, a parrot may speak and learn in its own right, but still lacks the intellect of a human being. Both share similar qualities, but a parrot still lacks or has yet to prove itself capable of complex cognition. This lacking may be linked to the apparent inability of parrots to learn outside of a social context.

Pepperberg and Wilkes (2004) show parrots unable to learn English from televised labels as human children do. The article indicates that parrots were, however, able to learn with the help of social aids. Visual and social learning may be viewed in many models of multiple intelligence theory as two relatively distinct avenues of the human intellect. The lack of one such avenue might have considerable contribution to a parrot’s overall capacity for cognitive ability.
Conclusion


In birds intellect is achievable only to a certain level, still well below the general intellect of human beings. This deficiency is plausibly attributable to the presence of humans’ multiple, complex, and interacting intelligences. Premack (2004) indicates that animals possess fragments of human intellect, but lack the final step(s) in intellectual evolution to achieve the cognitive prowess of humankind. One can logically deduce that this evolution is indeed the expansion of base learning capacities that can be seen as multiple intelligences, absent in the aptly referred subhuman species.
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